Garland E. Allen III (1936‒2023)
“If this book has any lasting merit, … it will be less in the questions that it answers than in those that it raises.”  Thus our much-missed colleague, friend, and Society stalwart Gar Allen, in the introduction to his first book in the history of science, the classic survey Life Science in the Twentieth Century (1975).  Nearly forty years later, responding to papers presented at a “Gar Fest” symposium at his career-long professional home, Washington University in St. Louis, and subsequently published in the Journal of the History of Biology (which he co-edited with Jane Maienschein between 1998 and 2006), Gar picked out that sentence as one that still expressed his sense of the historian’s mission.  Indeed, Gar’s questions are what many of us will cherish most in remembrance, above all the ones that he posed to us from the audience after a talk we gave at ISH, or later that same evening when he waved us over to join him and others for further discussion over drinks.  No one was more encouraging or energetic in making junior scholars feel welcome or in helping them thrive professionally, no matter how grandly laurelled he became (the AAAS’s Sarton Lecture in 1998, the ISH Presidency in 2005‒7, the HSS’s Sarton Medal in 2017…).  Just as remarkably, he somehow fitted in all of his history-of-science community work, formal and informal, while pursuing a simultaneous (and very successful) career as a biology educator and participating in a range of social-justice campaigns.  Within the history of science, of course, he had his own questions too, notably about genetics and the role that a Marxian interpretive stance can play in illuminating its trajectories, including its entanglements with eugenics.  Gar’s death from a mix of health challenges this February, just shy of his 87th birthday, deprives us of the major book in which he aimed to set out his (interim, dialectic-spurring) answers, though the mostly complete draft manuscript is available at the Washington University Archives, and the JHB will soon publish a helpful guide written by Jane.  For a long time to come, we’ll be learning from Gar.
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